Introduction to the Special Issue Digital Pedagogies: Building Learning
Communities for Studying Victorian Periodicals
CLARE HORROCKS AND KIM EDWARDS KEATES In 2006, Teresa Mangum edited a special issue of Victorian Periodicals
Review on the theme "Periodicals, Pedagogy and Collaboration." The result was a bumper edition divided into three parts emphasizing "distinctive approaches to periodical study." 1 There were ten articles, an editorial introduction and conclusion, and a wealth of curricular information. The issue was a rallying cry for scholars to share good practices, reflect on issues facing future generations of scholars, and continue discussions started at annual RSVP conferences. Nine years later, this special issue extends discussions of pedagogy introduced in the 2006 special issue, with a particular focus on how the "digital turn" has impacted the way scholars teach and research Victorian periodicals. The theme of collaboration remains at the heart of this collection; it considers how advances in digitization have enabled scholars to build wider collaborative networks through the development of online learning communities where experiences can be shared and discussed. This is not to suggest that the potential impact of digitization was overlooked in the 2006 special issue but rather to reflect on how far attitudes and perceptions have changed in such a comparatively short period of time. To maintain this reflective point of view, we commissioned a round- In the spirit of innovation, we wanted to create a special issue that acknowledged the changing landscape of periodicals research over the past nine years. At the 2011 RSVP Conference at Canterbury, we engaged in debates about digitization as part of two teaching and learning roundtables. In 2006, Teresa Mangum began to introduce the voice of the student into debates about pedagogy, and in 2011, we added another-the voice of the digital publisher. The following year, VPR published a forum entitled "Teaching and Learning in the Digital Humanities Classroom." The editor acknowledged that both sessions at the conference had "raised compelling questions and sparked productive conversations" and that publication of these pieces was intended "to promote further discussion and exchange among members of RSVP."
2 Since that time, RSVP has gone from strength to strength, including the redesign of its website in 2014. During this time period, RSVP also appointed its first graduate representative, Helena Goodwyn. RSVP has always supported graduate students as the future of the society and thus established a means through which they might contribute to debates on how RSVP can develop and change. To this end, we introduced a new feature in this special issue, "Spotlight on Postgraduate Research." Linda Friday, a doctoral student at Edge Hill University, has been grappling with the challenges of working with digital archives whilst researching Bram Stoker's novel Dracula (1897). Her essay raises interesting questions about how we should prepare our students to work with such resources and thus builds upon many of the points raised by Kristin Mahoney and Kaitlyn Abrams, whose essay specifically considers the undergraduate classroom.
The essays in this special issue were chosen with the assistance of Kim Edwards Keates, a postdoctoral researcher at Liverpool John Moores University, whose interest in digital humanities stems from her work with Helen Rogers on a Higher Education Academy-funded project, "Students as Partners in Online Research Collaboration and Knowledge Exchange." This project explored and emphasised the pedagogical implications of student-led research collaboration and online public engagement. In a second-year course, "Prison Voices: Crime, Conviction and Confession c. 1700-1900," and a third-year course, "Writing Lives," Rogers worked with undergraduate students as they explored a range of digitized archival resources. By supporting digital scholarship, instructors help students make their own research discoveries. In this way, Zoe Alker, who co-taught the "Prison Voices" module with Rogers, suggests that such pedagogical methods encourage "students to take a 'hands on' approach to learning [which] shifts them from being passive consumers of knowledge and empowers them to become active, independent researchers and producers."
3 In addition to learning the value of independent research, students in these courses also worked collaboratively to edit and proofread their peers' writing before disseminating their findings in a course blog. They also shared and promoted their individual research using Twitter, which made the project a highly rewarding experience. They not only produced original research but also participated in important public networks, thus "blending academic and public dialogue," as Hingston and Ehnes suggest. Such a project raises interesting questions about how students build and understand learning communities, an issue fruitfully explored in this special issue. Indeed, it is important to consider students' perspectives, voices, and responses to the process of "going public" with their research, an issue that Rogers variously explores on her teaching and learning blog (http:// www.bloggingbeyondtheclassroom.org). Students are excited not only by the prospect of making new discoveries in online archives but also by the idea that their findings can be shared publicly.
As a newcomer to periodicals research and work in the digital humanities, Edwards Keates's work with Rogers on the HEA project presents yet another voice that needs to be heard. After all, the question we must continually ask is how our research can attract new contributors to the rich and diverse field of Victorian periodicals research. This special issue includes work from scholars at varying stages of their careers. In her essay on the new Punch Historical Archive, 1841-1992, senior scholar Jennifer Phegley considers how research and writing has changed in the digital age. Phegley's essay builds upon the work of early career researcher Anne DeWitt, whose article opens the special issue. In their contribution, Kylee-Ann Hingston and Caley Ehnes demonstrate a possible application of Phegley's model for collaborative student assessment. Discussing both poetry and fiction, Hingston and Ehnes provide a clear evaluative approach for embedding digital resources into the study of Victorian periodicals. The voice of the student resonates through their examples, which sets the stage for the final essay contributed by undergraduate student Kaitlyn Abrams, who collaborated with her tutor, Kristin Mahoney, to propose a curriculum design that embeds digital resources.
The essays in this issue are in dialogue with each other as well as with previous debates on pedagogy and digitization published in VPR. Mahoney and Abrams's piece, for example, responds directly to Linda Hughes's 2012 article, "Wilde Pedagogy: Digitized Resources and Gender Analysis of Periodical Visuality."
4 Another commonality among the essays in this issue is an emphasis on the importance of feedback. VPR has long served as an outlet for this discussion, but as Bob Nicholson notes in his essay "Tweeting the Victorians," print is a frustratingly slow method for the distribution of ideas. He prefers the immediacy of response provided by blogs and social media, where feedback and debate can take place in real time. One key change made to the design of the RSVP website in 2014 was the addition of a teaching and learning resource tab. To date, this has remained a rather static repository of sample syllabi from those who were willing to share examples. However, as webmaster for RSVP, Clare envisions that this area of the website will one day be a more active, indeed proactive, part of scholars' day-to-day experience working with periodicals. The publication of this special issue presents an opportunity to imagine what kinds of articles this section of the website might contain. The subtitle of this special issue is "Building Learning Communities for Studying Victorian Periodicals." We want to enhance the experience of debate and development provided via the print community of VPR by bringing it directly in conversation with the digital. Therefore, all of the classroom and research materials referenced in the essays included in this special issue will be available to download from the teaching and learning tab of the RSVP website. We hope that other RSVP members will begin to contribute to the site, thereby keeping the lines of communication open for further debates on digital pedagogies and the ever-changing field of periodicals research.
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